
The Zany Zoo 
 

Performance Specifics 
Show Length:   45 minute show, includes behind the scenes demonstration 

Audience:   Pre-K thru 5th grade and families for audiences of up to 300 

Technical Support:  Lighting and sound support provided by the puppeteer 

 
Staging Requirements:  Requires a stage or bleacher seating.  Space should be at least                                     
                                         15 feet square and in close proximity to an electrical outlet. 

Teacher 

Guide 

This teacher guide is designed to provide both 

teachers and students with a more comprehensive 

understanding of  theater and live performance. 
  

Show Synopsis 
 

Curriculum Connections 
 

 Program Objectives 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Internet Resources 
 

Reading 
 Recommendations 

 
Grade Level Ideas  & Activities 

 
Live Performance 

 Etiquette 

 
Styles of Puppetry 
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Vocabulary 

Show Synopsis 

derby - any race or contest open to qualified competitors 

fleet - moving quickly or nimbly 

spiral - with a flat curve or series of curves that constantly increase or  

            decrease in size in circling around a central point 

amphibian - a cold-blooded vertebrate that spends some time on land but must  

          develop into an adult in water 

scoured - to search something thoroughly and quickly for somebody or something 

feat - a remarkable act or achievement involving courage, skill, or strength 

exercise -  physical movement designed to make the body stronger and fitter or  

                  to show off gymnastic skill 

presenting - the act of giving something to somebody in a ceremonial manner 

professional - engaged in an occupation as a paid job rather than as a hobby 

volunteer- somebody who works without being paid 
  

  

       The Zany Zoo is a trick marionette production featuring puppets originally  
created in the workshops of Bob Brown (of Mr. Rogerôs Neighborhood) with  
additional stringing and costumes by Lee Bryan. In this hilarious variety marionette 
revue, youôll witness the most amazing amalgamation of animal antics, acrobatics 
and artistry ever before presented on one stage.   
 

        Performed entirely to music, these wild and wooly animal artists will charm 
their way into your hearts as they dangle by a thread in the hands of Lee Bryan, That 
Puppet Guy.  Among the myriad members in this merry menagerie, youôll thrill to 
the antics of a frog on roller skates, a weightlifting bear, a juggling dog, and even a 
belly dancing bunny!  Youôre sure to be astounded by a clown bunny puppet that 
falls apart into six pieces and then magically reassembles! Be sure to watch closely as this delightful assortment of col-
orful characters comes to life, cabaret-style, in full view of the audience. 
 

    Delights for the entire family abound in this action-packed show thatôs perfect for the young and even the        
young-at-heart.  And be sure to bring along your cameras to have your picture made with a piano playing bird, a   
bumble bee ballerina, or even a beetle that plays the trumpet! 
 

    This production was created especially for outdoor venues such as carnivals and fairs but easily adapts to an inside 
production space as well. 
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Curriculum   
Connections 

The Zany Zoo  includes content from these 

Common Core and Georgia Performance 

Learning Standards.  

(click to view):  

* Language Arts   * Theatre 

* Music   

* Students will gain an understanding of live   

performance and puppetry arts.  

 

*Students will observe and learn about trick 

marionette puppets. 

 

*Students will be shown the value of  unique 

talents that we all have. 
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Internet  Resources 
http://www.puppetguy.com 

Visit this site for more information about ñThat Puppet Guyò Lee Bryan and his many  

performances.   Also , be sure to check out the  ñGlue & Youò Puppet kits! 
 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/PhotoGallery/default.cfm 

Take a virtual visit to the National Zoo by exploring our photo and image galleries.  
 

http://www.switcheroozoo.com/ 

At Switcheroo Zoo you can make new animals, play games, solve jigsaw puzzles, learn 

about animals, join a zoo quest, watch movies, and more! 

Reading  Recommendations 
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Bruno Munariôs Zoo 

By Bruno Munari 

 

Going to the Zoo 

By Tom Paxton & 

Karen Lee Schmidt 

 

If Anything Ever Goes  

Wrong at the Zoo 

By Mary Jean Hendrick & 

Jane Dyer 

 

Zoo-ology 

By Joelle Jolivet 

 

Put Me in the Zoo 

By Robert Lopshire 

 

 

Never, Ever Shout in a Zoo  

By Karma Wilson & 

 Douglous Cushman 

 

My Visit to the Zoo  

By Aliki  

 

My Heart Is Like a Zoo  

By Michael Hall  

 

The Secret Zoo  

By Bryan Chick 

 

Animal Strike at the Zoo. It's True!  

By Karma Wilson &  

Margaret Spengler 

 

'Twas the Day Before Zoo Day  

By Catherine Ipcizade & Ben Hodson  

 

Welcome to the Zoo!  

By Alison Jay  

 

Zoo-Looking  

By Mem Fox & Candace Whitman  

 

 

Nancy Drew and the Clue Crew  

By Carolyn Keene & Macky Pamintuan  

 

1 Zany Zoo  

By Lori Degman & Colin Jack 

 

Felicity Flu Visits the Zoo  

By E. S. Redmond  

 

Eloise Visits the Zoo   

By Kay Thompson, Lisa McClatchy,  

Hilary Knight, and Tammie Lyon  

 

Zoo School  

By Laurie Miller Hornik & Debbie Tilley  

 

A Day at a Zoo (Time Goes By)  

By Sarah Harrison  

 

What's New at the Zoo?  

An Animal Adding Adventure  

By Suzanne Slade & Joan Waites  

 

Last Night at the Zoo  

By Michael Garland  
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