
Performance Specifics 
Show Length:   45 minute show, includes behind the scenes demonstration  

Audience:   Pre-K thru 5th grade and families for audiences of up to 300 

Technical Support:  Lighting and sound support provided by the puppeteer 

Staging Requirements:  Requires indoor space at least 15ft square and close       
         proximity to an electrical outlet. 

Teacher 

Guide 

Pinocchio 
 This teacher guide is designed to provide both 

teachers and students with a more comprehensive 

understanding of  theater and live performance. 
 

Show Synopsis 
 

Curriculum  

Connections 

 
 Program  

Objectives 

 
Vocabulary 

 
 Internet Resources 

 
          Reading  Recommendations 

 
 Grade Level Ideas & Activities 

 
Live  Performance Etiquette 

 
Styles of  Puppetry 
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Curriculum   

connections 
Pinocchio includes content from these          

Common Core and Georgia Performance  

Learning Standards. 

(click to view): 

burattino- Italian for “puppet” 
ciao- “goodbye” or “hello” in Italian 
pesce cane– Italian word for “dogfish” or “shark” 
Grand Teatro di Burattino - in Italian, “The Grand Puppet Show” 
buon giorno- Italian word that means “good morning” 
bienvenuto - “welcome” in Italian 
spectacle- an elaborate and remarkable display on a lavish scale  
disobey- refuse to go along with; refuse to follow  
mischief- behavior, especially by children, that is undesirable without be-
ing malicious 
sacrifice- giving up something  important for somebody or something else 
considered to be of more value or importance 

       *Students will gain an understanding of  

         live performance and puppetry arts.  

 

*Students will learn about found-object       

  puppetry, as demonstrated through rod and   

  hand puppets. 

. 

*Students will experience elements of Italian  

  culture and language 

 

 

vocabulary 

Show Synopsis 
 Lee Bryan’s adaptation of Pinocchio is a clever retell-
ing of the classic Italian fairy tale brought to life through the 
magic of found object puppetry.  Rather than handcrafting re-
alistic-looking puppets based on an artist’s sketches,  Bryan 
used his imagination to construct the characters from things 
you might find around the house, such as mops, colanders, 
pots, pans, baskets, sheets, a plunger, curtains, neckties, 
hangers, wooden spoons, belts and a coat rack. The shape, 
texture and movement of the objects suggest certain human 
(and sometimes non-human) attributes of the characters in the 
play. After you’ve seen this show, you won’t look at everyday 
objects the same way again! 
 This production is made possible in part by a generous 
grant from the Jim Henson Foundation. 
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Internet  Resources 
http://www.puppetguy.com 

Visit this site for more information about “That Puppet Guy” Lee Bryan  

and his many  performances.  Also, be sure to check out the  “Glue & You” 

Puppet kits. 

 

http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/pinocchio.html  

A page full of fun Pinocchio activities! 

 

http://www.transparent.com/learn-italian/games/ 

This page has fun games for learning some of the Italian language. 

 

http://www139.pair.com/read/C_Collodi/The_Adventures_of_Pinocchio/ 

Read an online English translation of The Adventures of Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi. 

Molly Tells the Truth  

By Shelly Marshall 

 

A Big Fat Enormous Lie  

By Marjorie Weinman Sharman 

and David McPhail  

 

The Bobbsey Twins Mystery  

Of The Kings’ Puppets  

By Laura Lee Hope 

 

I’m Telling the Truth   

By Pat Thomas and Leslie Harker 

 

The Clue of the Dancing Puppet  

By Nancy Drew 
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Reading  

Recommendations 
Sam Tells Stories  

By Thierry Robbereche 

 

The Puppet Club  

By Mike Thaler 

 

The Story of Pinocchio  

By  Carlo Collodi and Quentin Greban  

 

Edwurd Fudwupper Fibbed Big  

By Berkeley Breathed  

 

Princess K.I.M. and the Lie That Grew  

By Maryann Cocca-Leffler  

 

Ruthie and the (Not So) Teeny Tiny Lie  

By Laura Rankin 

 

Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire  

By Diane De Groat  

 

Abraham Lincoln: 

 A Life of Honesty   

By Tonya Leslie 

 

The Story of Pinocchio 

 By Carlo Collodi, Katie Daynes,  

& Mauro Evangelista 
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http://www.amazon.com/Berkeley-Breathed/e/B000APTBDM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_4?qid=1298172875&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/Princess-K-I-M-Lie-That-Grew/dp/0807541788/ref=sr_1_40?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1298172790&sr=1-40
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http://www.amazon.com/Liar-Pants-Fire-Diane-deGroat/dp/0811854531/ref=sr_1_14?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1298173092&sr=1-14
http://www.amazon.com/Diane-De-Groat/e/B001IR1QLQ/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_14?qid=1298172875&sr=1-14
http://www.amazon.com/Abraham-Lincoln-Honesty-Blastoff-Character/dp/1600140912/ref=sr_1_35?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1298173129&sr=1-35
http://www.amazon.com/Abraham-Lincoln-Honesty-Blastoff-Character/dp/1600140912/ref=sr_1_35?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1298173129&sr=1-35
http://www.amazon.com/Tonya-Leslie/e/B001JP8AC0/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_35?qid=1298173129&sr=1-35
http://www.amazon.com/Story-Pinocchio-Picture-Books/dp/0794511481/ref=sr_1_9?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1298173239&sr=1-9


Grade level Ideas  
&  

activities 
Preschool   

 Click here to be directed to That Puppet Guy’s website with learning extensions for this age group. 
 

Kindergarten & First Grade  
 What do your students already know about Italy? Have they ever eaten any Italian food? Have they ever heard any 

Italian music? Make a display of Italian items in a corner of your classroom. Have an Italian Party celebrating all 
things Italian! Tell your students that the story of Pinocchio comes from Italy.  

 

 Ask your students about a time when they thought what they were doing was the right thing, but found out later 
that it was not.  Do they feel like Pinocchio sometimes?  What would they have done if they were in his shoes (and 
strings)? 

 

 
 Pinocchio's Puppet Parts - Body Parts in English and Italian (page 8) 
 

Second & Third Grade 
 Childhood stories like Pinocchio can help children learn right from wrong, and they also teach that the conse-

quences of our actions aren’t always what we hope for or expect. Discuss with your students what constitutes good 
and bad behavior in different situations. It is important to know the difference between right and wrong. How do 
your students think we learn to do this? Pinocchio found it difficult to distinguish between right and wrong. Do 
your students identify with him?  

 

 Divide the class into five groups.  Assign each group one of the following topics about Italy: Geography, Food, 
Government, Famous Authors, or Trivia.  Let each group research the topic and present the information to the 
class. 

 

 Write a letter to That Puppet Guy and tell him about your favorite part of the puppet show.  Include a sentence 
about one thing that you learned about puppets through this show.  Draw a picture or two to illustrate your letter.  

  

Fourth & Fifth Grade 
 Instruct your students to each bring three or four items from home that their parents want to discard.  Working in 

groups of three or four, use the objects to create a puppet.  As a class, write a puppet show including all of your 
puppets and present it to other classes in the school. 

 

 Watch Disney’s Pinocchio in class.  Then read Collodi’s book aloud.  Discuss with the class the differences be-
tween the two, and how the story was adapted to the movie.  Did your students like the parts that were included in 
the movie?  How would they have done it differently?  Can they think of any other books that were adapted to be-
come plays or movies?   

 

 Perfecto Punctuation -  Grammar practice (page 9) 
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 Live performance  

etiquette 

 Arrive early 

 Turn off phones, watch alarms & anything else that would disrupt the show 

 Use the restroom before the show  

 Applaud where appropriate, after a well-performed song or dance, and at 

the end of an Act or scene,  Also at a curtain call when the performers  are 

taking a bow 

 Laugh or giggle politely where appropriate 

 Watch closely and listen carefully  

 No photos or video 

 Do not whisper, talk, sing or hum during the performance 

 Do not eat or drink during the performance 

 Do not put your feet on the seat in front of you 

 Do not boo, heckle or shout  during the performance 

 Do not leave the theater until the actors have left the stage 

Going to see a live performance is not like watching television or  see-

ing a movie.  The artists on stage can see and hear everything that the 

audience is doing.  These performers have worked very hard to provide 

an enjoyable, entertaining show.  Let them know through your actions 

that you appreciate this.  Also, your behavior affects the experience of 

everyone around you.  So respect the other audience members by fol-

lowing the few simple guidelines listed below. 

Thumbs Up ! 

Thumbs Down! 

 
Did you Know? 

Stage performers tell each oth-

er to ”break a leg” before a 

performance because supersti-

tion says that it is bad luck to 

wish  a performer “good luck” 

before a show! 
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Shadow Puppets When most people 

think of shadow puppets they picture making a 
simple bird or dog shadow on a wall with their 
hands.  Actually, shadow puppets can be quite 
complex.  Originating in Indonesia, shadow pup-
pets are often made from dried animal skins  
which are cut out in very ornate patterns and 
shapes.  Because shadow 
puppet shows are usually 
performed at night, they 
are often considered to 
be “adult” themed and 
not suitable for children 
to attend.  Audience 
members may sit in front 
of the shadow screen to 
watch the show, or they 
may sit behind the screen 
and see the puppets in the bright light and not 
as shadows at all! 

Marionettes (string puppets)  

Marionettes  are considered the most 
difficult of all puppets to master.  
They consist of a full bodied character 
whose head, arms and legs are joint-
ed to allow full movement.  These are 
each connected by heavy thread to a 
cross shaped controller (called an air-
plane) that is held in one hand by the 
puppeteer.  By moving the airplane 
controller and using the free hand to 
manipulate individual threads, the 

puppet can be made to walk, jump, dance, or run.  The puppet 
is always controlled from above.  Some stages even have 
bridges built across them to allow the puppeteer to move 
back and forth across the scene without ever being seen.  A 
very famous marionette scene was in the movie The Sound of 
Music, in which Julie Andrews sang a song while marionette 

Puppets Featured 

 In 

Pinocchio 

Body  Puppets Body puppets are exactly what they sound 

like.  They are larger-than-life and the puppeteer, or some-
times two, are actually inside the puppet.  Body puppets can 
be very simple, like a large costume, or very sophisticated, 
employing video cameras and robotics.  Sesame Street’s Big 
Bird is probably the most recognized body 
puppet! 

STYLES of 

Puppetry 

Hand Puppets   Hand Puppets are puppets that cover 

the puppeteers hand.  They can either have a mov-

ing mouth or not.   Hand puppets, or glove pup-

pets as they are sometimes 

called, cover the puppeteer’s 

hand so that the head is moved 

by the index finger and the 

arms moved by the thumb and 

middle finger.  Hand puppets 

are part a of Chinese puppet 

tradition.  

Rod Puppets are puppets 

that are controlled entirely by 

control rods, or sticks.  These 

rods are often attached to both 

hands with a third rod that is 

attached inside the head to allow the puppeteer to turn 

the head or move it up and down.  While the puppeteer 

provides the voice, without a moving mouth much of 

the puppets character is expressed through exaggerated 

movements and actions.   
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Lee Bryan transforms ordinary 
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his classic Italian tale to life! 
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     Celebrating 20 years, Lee Bryan "That Puppet Guy", special-
izes in exceptional school assemblies and extraordinary library     
programs.  He strives to entertain the imaginations of the young 
and the young-at-heart with innovative puppets, original scripts 
and zany adaptations of classic tales.  Lee's solo performances 
are often featured at the internationally acclaimed The Center for 
Puppetry Arts in Atlanta. 

He is a two-time grant recipient from the prestigious Jim Henson            

Foundation, Inc.  In 2003 he received a Project Grant which 

helped produce his original, found-object production of           

PINOCCHIO. 

 

(http://www.hensonfoundation.orgindex.php/

grantawards/2000s/2003) 

About The Puppeteer 
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Then, in 2006 Lee received a Seed Grant to further his production of  THE SUITCASE CIRCUS 

a/k/a “Le Cirque du Suitcase.” 

 

http://www.hensonfoundation.org/index.php/grant-awards/2000s/2006 

 

     Professional film credits include work with the Muppets® on the feature film, “The Adventures 

of Elmo in Grouchland.”  Recently, The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences hon-

ored Lee with a Southeastern Regional Daytime Emmy® nomination for his work with Public          

Broadcasting on the award winning Spanish language series, ¡SALSA!  Current video projects       

include the role of Hardy Heart for The OrganWise Guys and most recently the role of Captain 

Cruller to help celebrate Krispy Kreme’s  TALK LIKE A PIRATE  promotion. 

 

Professional puppetry affiliations include memberships with  
UNIMA-USA, The Puppeteers of America, Inc., and  
The Atlanta Puppetry Guild. 

http://www.hensonfoundation.org/index.php/grantawards/2000s/2003
http://www.hensonfoundation.org/index.php/grantawards/2000s/2003
http://www.puppetguy.com
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http://www.puppetguy.com/index.php
http://www.hensonfoundation.org/index.php/grant-awards/2000s/2006
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0159421/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0159421/
http://www.gpb.org/salsa/credits
http://organwiseguys.com/organwiseguys_aboutus.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcIIn6DpMWE
http://www.unima-usa.org/
http://www.puppeteers.org/
http://www.atlantapuppetryguild.org/


Curriculum Standards 
For 

Pinocchio 
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Language Arts – Common Core Standards 

Literacy.RLK.2 - With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 

Literacy.RL.1.2 - Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message. 

Literacy.RL.2.2 - Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their    

                   central message, lesson, or moral. 

Literacy.RL.3.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the  

                   central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

Literacy.RL.4.3 - Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 

        the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

Literacy.RL.5.3 - Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on 

        specific detail in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 

Theatre - Georgia Performance Learning Standards 

TAES.1 - Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic me-

dia 

TAES.11 - Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience member in theatre or other media experiences 

 

Music—Georgia Performance Learning Standards 

MGM.7 - Evaluating music and music performances 

  a. Evaluate musical performances of themselves and others. 

  b. Explain personal preferences for specific musical works using appropriate vocabulary. 

http://www.puppetguy.com
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Pinocchio's Puppet Parts 

Directions:  Pinocchio’s body parts have been labeled in Italian.  Can you label them in English?  

Name: _______________________ 

 

Directions: ___________________ 

English Italian 

head la testa 

arm il braccio 

hand la mano 

nose il naso 

mouth la bocca 

leg la gamba 

stomach lo stomaco 

eye l’occhio 

foot il pieda 

la testa 

il braccio 

la mano 

il naso 

la bocca 

la gamba 

lo stomaco 

l’occhio 

il pieda 

http://www.puppetguy.com
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1)  Carlo Lorenzini the author of Pinocchio was born in Florence Italy in 1826. 

 

2)  Some other characters in the story are the cricket the blue fairy and Pinocchios best      

     friend Lampwick  

 

3)  On the way to school Pinocchio saw a puppet show ate at the IHOP and lost his gold  

      to a couple of crooks  

 

4)  The marionette said  Yeah  Im Pinocchio  

 

5)  Is that you Pinocchio Gepetto inquired 

 

6) The story of Pinocchio was written in a country called Italy which is shaped like a  

     boot on the world map 

 

7)  Wow look at that it’s a giant talking cricket Pinocchio exclaimed  

 

8)  The dogfish shark and not a whale swallowed Pinocchio whole 

 

9)   Pinocchio grew fur ears hooves and a tail when he turned into a donkey 

 

10)  Gepetto says Hold on whats this      

Name : _____________________ 

 

Date: _______________________ Perfecto 

Punctuation  
Directions:  Add the correct punctuation to the following sentences.  Watch for ending 

punctuation marks along with commas, apostrophes and quotation marks.   
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